4™ Midweek in Lent

“Healing ][rom Demons”
March 18, 2026

For the convenience of all worshipers at St. John, we have:

e Large-Print Bulletins and Hymnals
¢ A Quiet Room for families needing to take their child(ren) out of Worship, located
at the back (left side) of Church, with a large window and speakers, so that families may still
see and hear the Worship Service
e Restrooms located at the back of the Church in the Narthex
e  Activity bags for children which are available in the Narthex, hanging on
“Ginny the Giraffe”. Children may take home the pictures they color.
Please return books, crayons, and bags to “Ginny”.
(Please ask an Usher to direct you to any of the above)

St. ]ohn Ev. Lutheran Church

and Day Care & Development Center
4850 S. Lake Drive Cudahy, W1 53110
www.stjohncudahy.org




AS WE GATHER

We talked about Angels during Midweek of Lent 1. Tonight, we will talk about the
darker side of the story—that is, demons. Demons are fallen angels who rebelled
against God and His giving of Himself to us. Demons, with Satan chief among
them, seek to undermine everything God Is and Does, even today. In our sermon
tonight, we will hear how Jesus Heals a man with a demon (Mark 5:1-13) and how
that Work of Healing continues today.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

+ PREPARATION +

OPENING SENTENCES
Pastor: O Lord, open my lips,
All: and my mouth will declare Your praise.

Pastor: Make haste, O God, to deliver me;
All: make haste to help me, O Lord.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the Beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Praise to You, O Christ, Lamb of our Salvation.

+ PSALMODY +

PSALM 71:1-8 ESV 572
Pastor: In You, O LORD, do | take refuge; let me never be put to shame!
All: In Your Righteousness deliver me and rescue me; incline Your Ear

to me and save me!

Pastor: Be to me a Rock of Refuge, to which | may continually come.
All: You have given the Command to save me, for You are my Rock and
my Fortress.

Pastor: Rescue me, O my God, from the hand of the wicked, from the grasp of the
unjust and cruel man.
All: For You, O Lord, are my Hope, my Trust, O LORD, from my youth.

Pastor: Upon You | have leaned from before my birth.
All: You are He Who took me from my mother’s womb.

Pastor: My praise is continually of You.
All: I have been as a portent to many, but You are my Strong Refuge.

Pastor: My mouth is filled with Your praise,
All: and with Your Glory all the day.
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All: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the Beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

HYMN  “Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain” LSB 435

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +

READING Romans 8:9-11 ESV 1122

Pastor: A reading from the eighth chapter of Romans.

°You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God
dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to Him.
10But if Christ is in you, although the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is Life
because of Righteousness. I the Spirit of Him Who raised Jesus from the Dead
dwells in you, He Who raised Christ Jesus from the Dead will also give Life to your
mortal bodies through His Spirit Who dwells in you.

Pastor: O Lord, have mercy on us.

All: Thanks be to God.

READING Mark 5:1-13 ESV 998

Pastor. The Passion of Our Lord according to St. Mark, the fifth chapter.

"They came to the other side of the sea, to the country of the Gerasenes. 2And
when Jesus had stepped out of the boat, immediately there met Him out of the
tombs a man with an unclean spirit. 3He lived among the tombs. And no one could
bind him anymore, not even with a chain, 4for he had often been bound with
shackles and chains, but he wrenched the chains apart, and he broke the shackles
in pieces. No one had the strength to subdue him. Night and day among the tombs
and on the mountains he was always crying out and bruising himself with stones.
6And when he saw Jesus from afar, he ran and fell down before Him. “And crying out
with a loud voice, he said, “What have You to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most
High God? | adjure You by God, do not torment me.” 8For Jesus was saying to him,
“Come out of the man, you unclean spirit!” °And Jesus asked him, “What is your
name?” He replied, “My name is Legion, for we are many.” '°And he begged Him
earnestly not to send them out of the country. ""Now a great herd of pigs was
feeding there on the hillside, '2and they begged Him, saying, “Send us to the pigs; let
us enter them.” 13So He gave them permission. And the unclean spirits came out,
and entered the pigs, and the herd, numbering about two thousand, rushed down the
steep bank into the sea and were drowned in the sea.

Pastor: O Lord, have mercy on us.

All: Thanks be to God.



PASSION READING Mark 15:6-32 ESV 1013

Pastor: The Passion of Our Lord according to St. Mark, the fifteenth chapter.

®Now at the Feast (of Passover), Pilate used to release for the Jews one
prisoner for whom they asked. “And among the rebels in prison, who had
committed murder in the insurrection, there was a man called Barabbas. 8And the
crowd came up and began to ask Pilate to do as he usually did for them. °And
Pilate answered them, saying, “Do you want me to release for you the King of the
Jews?” '%For he perceived that it was out of envy that the Chief Priests had
delivered Him up. "'But the Chief Priests stirred up the crowd to have Pilate
release for them Barabbas instead. '?And Pilate again said to them, “Then what
shall | do with the man you call the King of the Jews?” "3And they cried out again,
“Crucify Him.” *And Pilate said to them, “Why, what evil has He done?” But they
shouted all the more, “Crucify Him.” '°So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd,
released for them Barabbas, and having scourged Jesus, he delivered Jesus to
be Crucified.

8And the soldiers led Jesus away inside the Palace (that is, the Governor’s
headquarters), and they called together the whole battalion. '”And they clothed
Jesus in a purple cloak, and twisting together a Crown of Thorns, they put it on
Him. '8And they began to salute Him, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 'And they were
striking His Head with a reed and spitting on Him and kneeling down in homage
to Him. 2°And when they had mocked Him, they stripped Him of the purple cloak
and put His own clothes on Him. And they led Jesus out to Crucify Him.

21And they compelled a passerby, Simon of Cyrene, who was coming in from
the country, the father of Alexander and Rufus, to carry Jesus’ cross. 2And they
brought Him to the place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull). 2And
they offered Him wine mixed with myrrh, but He did not take it. 2*And they
Crucified Him and divided His garments among them, casting lots for them, to
decide what each should take. 25And it was the third hour when they Crucified
Jesus. 2°And the inscription of the charge against Him read, “The King of the
Jews.” 2’And with Him they crucified two robbers, one on His right and one on
His left.

29And those who passed by derided Jesus, wagging their heads and saying,
“Aha! You Who would destroy the Temple and rebuild it in three days, 3°save
Yourself, and come down from the Cross!” 3'So also the Chief Priests with the
scribes mocked Him to one another, saying, “He saved others; He cannot save
Himself. 32Let the Christ, the King of Israel, come down now from the Cross that
we may see and believe.” Those who were crucified with Him also reviled Him.

Pastor: O Lord, have mercy on us.

All: Thanks be to God.



LENT RESPONSORY

Pastor: Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are the God of my Salvation.

All: Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who rise against
me.

Pastor: In You, O Lord, do | put my trust, leave me not, O Lord, my God.
All: Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who rise against
me.

Pastor: Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are the God of my Salvation.

All: Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who rise against
me.

SERIES HYMN  “O Love, How Deep” Vs. 1,2 LSB 544

SERMON

SERIES HYMN  “O Love, How Deep” Vs. 3,4 LSB 544

OFFERING (received and brought to the Altar)

KYRIE (spoken)
All: Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy.

LORD’S PRAYER

All: Our Father Who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name,
Thy Kingdom come, Thy Will be done, on Earth as it is in
Heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the Kingdom and the Power and the Glory
forever and ever. Amen.

COLLECTS
Pastor: O Lord, hear my prayer.
All: And let my cry come to You.

Pastor: Lord Jesus, You came into this Created World to Conquer Sin and Death. By
Your Victory over the tempter as one of us, Strengthen our Faith whenever it is
under duress. Hear us, Jesus Christ, for You Live and Reign with the Father
and the Holy Spirit, One God, now and forever.

All: Amen.



Pastor: Almighty God, our Heavenly Father, Your Mercies are new every
morning; and though we deserve only punishment, You receive us as
Your Children and Provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant that
we may heartily acknowledge Your Merciful Goodness, give thanks for
all Your Benefits, and serve You in willing obedience; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, Who Lives and Reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, One God, now and forever.

All: Amen.

All: | thank You, my Heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your Dear
Son, that You have graciously kept me this day; and | pray that You
would forgive me all my sins where | have done wrong and graciously
keep me this night. For into Your Hands, | commend myself, my body
and soul, and all things. Let Your Holy Angel be with me, that the evil
foe may have no power over me. Amen.

Pastor: O God, from Whom come all Holy Desires, all Good Counsels, and all Just
Works, give to us, Your servants, that Peace which the world cannot give,
that our hearts may be set to obey Your Commandments and also that we,
being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in Peace and
Quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, Who Lives and
Reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, One God, now and forever.

All: Amen.

BENEDICAMUS
Pastor: Let us bless the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

BENEDICTION
Pastor: The Grace of our Lord - Jesus Christ and the Love of God the Father and
the Communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

All: Amen. Amen. Amen. (sung) LSB 202
HYMN  “O Blessed Light, O Trinity” LSB 890
THOSE WHO SERVE

Officiant: Rev. Phillip DeVries

Elder on Duty: Midweek Usher Organist: Altar Guild:

Craig Hanke Bill Brigger Betty Johnson Pat Mueller
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UPCOMING 2026 MIDWEEK
LENTEN SERVICE:

will be held at 6:30pm
March 25

Dinner will be served at 5:15pm before the service.

LENTEN DINNERS
Take a break from cooking and join your family and friends for dinner prior to the
Wednesday Lenten Worship Services. Sign-up sheets for the desserts are located in
the Narthex. Dinner will be served starting at 5:15pm. Watch the weekly bulletin for
menus and updates. A big thank you goes out to the groups who have graciously
offered to sponsor the dinners!
The schedule and sponsors are:

v Mar. 25: Buttke Family (Spaghetti Dinner from That’s Amore)

LEN#®

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH AND CHILD DAY CARE
CHURCH 414-481-0520 DAY CARE 414-482-0554
Office Hours: M-F / 9:00am — 2:00pm Hours M-F / 6:00am — 5:30pm
4850 South Lake Drive, Cudahy Wisconsin 53110
Website: www.stjohncudahy.org | Church email: office.stjiohn@yahoo.com
Rev. Phillip DeVries Cell: 989-293-4032 | Email: pastor.stjiohn@yahoo.com
Karen S. Erickson Day Care Director | Email: stjdaycare@yahoo.com
Angie Perry Assistant Director
CynDee Johnson-Kroll Church Secretary | Email: office.stjohn@yahoo.com
Karen Squiers Finance Secretary | Email: sticud@yahoo.com
Lutheran Counseling & Family Services 414-536-8333 | www.Icfswi.org



http://www.lcfswi.org/

UPCOMING HOLY WEEK SERVICES

on March 28 (3pm) and March 29 (9am),
Palms will be shared at both Worship Services.
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e Worship Service at 3:00pm
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March 29: Palm Sunday — Sunday of the Passion
e Worship Service at 9:00am

March 28: Palm Saturday q\“_

April 02: Maundy Thursday
e Worship Service at 6:30pm
o Bell Choir will play
o Traditional Communion Liturgy
o Stripping of the Altar

April 03: Good Friday
e Worship Service at 6:30pm
o The full Scripture report of Jesus’ condemnation,
suffering and death

April 04: Easter Saturday
e Worship Service at 3:00pm

April 05: Easter Sunday — Alleluia!! He Is Risen!!

e Easter Breakfast 8:30am
(Registration for breakfast is appreciated)

e Easter Worship Service at 10:00am




