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Get Social, Get Informed, Get into Bible Study 

New and ongoing Bible studies are an opportunity to connect to topics of interest 
and get to know people that share the same topic interests you do.  

ONGOING: Bible study on the Book of Job. Hosted by Roy Lemmer, it meets 
on Mondays at 6:30-8:00 pm in the Multipurpose Room located in the Education 
Hallway. A sign says, “Job” above the door. The real content of this Old Testa-
ment book is that through the encouragement of the Job narrative we might have 
hope. 

NEW: Pastor DeVries has a new Sunday Bible Study 
of  Parables at 10:30-11:30 am in the Adult Bible 
Study area next to the lower level Fellowship Hall.  
The parables Jesus tells does so much more than just 
teach us moral or spiritual lessons. In Jesus’ parables, 
He intentionally weaves profound truths about God, 
His kingdom and His people alongside the everyday, 
practical truth present in the story. They contain ma-
jor truths that carry with them major implications for 
our lives.  

Come to Sunday worship at 9:00 am and stay after service to visit with other 
worshipers over coffee, milk and a snack. If you worship on Saturdays, come to 
the church on Sundays for fellowship at 10:00 am and join the Sunday Bible 
Study at 10:30 am. 

ONGOING: The Chosen film series, hosted by Marie McGeary, will show the 
final Season 2 episode on Thursday, March 16 at 1:30 pm. Study sheets and fresh 
popcorn is always served at the showing of each hour long episode. Current 
viewers of this Life of Christ series look forward to Season 3 which will be 
available to watch at church in 2024. 

NEW: A new topic on Loneliness will begin Thursday, March 23 at 1:30 pm.  
It will be hosted by Donald Seaman. Two sample topic titles are: ”What do You 
do When You Feel Alone?” and,  “What Does the Bible Say About Friendships?” 
In addition, free resource sheets with tips on how to implement the topics dis-
cussed will be handed out at each session.  

Note: 
No Bible studies on Maundy Thursday (April 6) or Easter Sunday (April 9). 
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 Worship Schedule 

Daylight Savings begins 
Sunday, March 12  

Lent Services. Wednesdays 
March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 

Lent Dinners at 5:00 pm 
Services at 6:30 pm 

Palm Sunday Worship 
(Saturday, April 1 at 3 pm)  

Sunday, April 2  at 9 am 

Maundy Thursday Worship 
Thursday, April 6 at 6:30 pm 

Good Friday Worship 
 Service of Darkness 

Friday, April 7 at 6:30 pm 

Easter Weekend Worship 
Saturday,  April 8 at 3:00 pm 
Sunday, April 9 at 10:00 am 

Easter Breakfast will be   
served between 8:00-10:00 am 

(freewill offering) 

Church Council Notes: Spring 2023 

All Boards have met with Pastor DeVries as he “settles into” his 
ministry here at St. John.  New ideas are being discussed and I 
believe you will see some exciting things happening in the near 
future.  Each of the Boards continue to function at a high level, 
serving our Congregation as well as reaching out to our Com-
munity. See separate articles in this Evangelist that highlight 
some of these wonderful activities.  As we begin this season of 
Lent. I want to take a moment to thank all the dedicated mem-
bers who volunteer day-in and day-out in their own special ways 
as part of our Family of Faith.     

This spring, our Church Council begins to lay out strategic plans 
that will proactively address the future needs of our Congrega-
tion. This includes an evaluation of our Congregational Goals, 
Strengths, and Weaknesses. We continue to follow our Mission 
Statement, which states “Our primary purpose is to share the 
Good News of salvation through Jesus Christ alone.”  Pastor 
DeVries is committed to being an integral part of this process.   

Our Nominating Committee is gearing up to seek candidates to 
fill the various openings we have on our Boards and Offices for 
the 2023-24 term. We are requesting members to complete up-
dated “Time and Talent” survey forms so the Nominating Com-
mittee can contact those members interesting in serving our 
Congregation in a variety of ways.  These forms were included 
in the Photo Directory process during the on-site appointments at 
Church in February.  If you have not filled out an updated form, 
please do so in the Church office.  

Sunday, June 11, is the tentative date of our next Voters Assem-
bly. The plan is to hold the meeting at 10:30 am, with an agenda 
including election of officers and board members for 2023-24 
and the approval of the 2023-24 Church Budget. 

Jim Papala, Congregation President 

New Financial Secretary 

The church council is in the process of hiring a 
new Financial Secretary. Janis Schandel had to 
resign to provide full time care to her family 
members. Duties include: processing payroll, pay-
ing payroll taxes and other invoices, reporting fi-
nancial results monthly, overseeing volunteer counters 
and recorders and performing general office functions as need-
ed.  This is a paid position, approximately 10-12 hours per 
week. Qualified candidates must have bookkeeping abilities, 
possess a Christian demeanor and positive outlook, and handle 
stressful situations effectively.  If you or anyone you know is 
interested in applying, applications are available in the church 



 

Treasurer Tidbits: 
  
Thank you for your continued financial support of 
our church whether it is the General Fund (pays our 
regular bills and payroll/benefits), the Property Im-
provement Fund (pays our monthly loan payment of 
$1604.47) or any other Restricted Funds.  Your sup-
port is appreciated. 
  
Some of you have asked if we will ever pay extra 
Principle towards the Property Improvement Fund 
(PIF) Loan similar to what we did with the Building 
Fund, the AC Fund, and the Roof Fund.  This prac-
tice has helped us pay the loans off faster and has 
eliminated some interest charges.  Currently, we are 
only paying the required $1,604.47 per month.  We 
have a one more item from our Capital Repairs & 
Improvements Project List to pay for and then we 
will reinstitute the practice of including extra monies 
towards the principle, when they are available.  
Thank you for your patience and continued support 
of the Property Improvement Fund. 
  
With the current absence of our regular giving en-
velopes, it is a great time to remind everyone that the 
option of no fee “Electronic Giving” is always avail-
able.  It allows your offerings to be transferred elec-
tronically from your checking or savings account 
every week, or on the 1st and/or 15th of the month.  
You just fill out and sign one simple and easy-to-use 
authorization form to begin the process or to make 
changes along the way.  The form can be found on 
the credenza near the church office door. Please con-
tact the Church office for more information 
(414-481-0520) or reach out to me (414-423-0224) 
and I’ll be happy to assist. 
  
Thank you for allowing me to serve you.  Please feel 
free to reach out with any questions. 
  
God’s Blessings, 
Donna Munnik, St. John Treasurer

Project Concern 

The March drive for Project Concern of Cudahy 
and St. Francis will focus on deodorant. Other 
items that are always welcome are: dish soap, toilet 
tissue, tooth brushes, tooth pastes, razors and dia-
pers, whole grain pasta and cereal. Donations may 
be dropped off in the baskets near the church office, 
or at 4611 S. Kirkwood Ave. lower level on Mon., 
Wed. and Fri. from 9 am - Noon.

Determine never to be idle. Much is done if you’re doing.

Communion Changes in March & April 

Beginning on March 11 and 12, the Elders will distribute 
the whole (not half) wafer at Holy Communion.  

Beginning April 1 and 2, the common Communion cup 
will be offered as an option to communicants at the altar 
railing. 

New Church Directory 

Many church members have already com-
pleted their photo shoot so their picture can 
be included in the new church directory. If 
you have not had your picture taken, please 
contact the Church Office at 414-481-0520 or 
Jim Papala at 414-690-8002. We will be collecting addi-
tional candid photos and designing the directory with 
plans to distribute to members in June, 2023. Thank you to 
all the Church Directory Committee volunteers for com-
pleting this special project.
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Social Concerns Activities 
Take a break from cooking and join your family and friends for dinner prior to the Wednesday Lenten services in 
March. A big thank you goes out to the groups who have graciously offered to sponsor the dinners – Church Council, 
Social Concerns, Handbell Choir, Dorcas Society and the Buttke family. The first Lenten meal on Wednesday, March 
1, will be Pizza, salad, dessert and beverages. The series of dinners will conclude on March 29th with a potluck. Sign 

up in the narthex to bring a favorite dish to share. There is also a sign-up sheet if you would like to 
bring a dessert for any of the other dinners. Dinners are served at 5:00 pm. Read the weekly bul-
letin for added Wednesday Lent menus.   

“Titanic” the Musical 
SAVE THE DATE! Social Concerns has reserved seats for the five Tony Awards winner “Titanic” 
at the Fireside Theater in Fort Atkinson on Saturday, September 9, 2023. More information and 
sign up coming soon! 

January brought great news to the day care.  The security entry system became functional and all of the families 
and staff received their passcode to gain entry to the building.  We would like to thank all of the people who vol-
unteered their time to monitor the day care entrance each afternoon for the past 7 months.  You’ll never know how 
much you are appreciated.  Secondly, the Wisconsin State “YoungStar” 
evaluator came on two occasions to observe in classrooms and to rate 
them on everything from equipment, activities to teacher/child interac-
tions.  In order to maintain our four star rating, we needed a minimum of  
a 3.5 rating.  We are proud to announce that our average for the observed 
classrooms was 5.29.  We praise God for our diligent, hard-working 
teachers who made this possible. 

As we move into the remainder of the winter months, the children look 
forward to spending more time outside in the snow.  The classrooms will 
also do various activities relating to Valentine’s Day, St. Patrick’s Day 
and the first day of spring.  In April, the children will look forward to our Easter celebration and our annual 
Scholastic Book Fair.  In conjunction with the book fair, we will also have our annual Storybook Night.  We are 
also making plans for our O&H Kringle fundraiser in time for Mother’s Day.

Lesson #15 of childhood: You can’t hide a piece of broccoli in a glass of milk.

St. John Child Day Care Achieves                                    - Again

NOTE: Social Concerns is always looking for new ideas for social events. We would be 
happy to hear yours. Contact Lynn Weber at 414-366-0114, or join us at one of our 

meetings which are held at 6:00 pm on the second Monday of each month.
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Dorcas Report 

We are pleased to report that our Bake Sale and Craft Fair was a success. Thank you to 
everyone who contributed their time and talents. We were delighted to see and get ac-
quainted with Pastor DeVries and his family as they helped make dough balls for the 
Kolache. 

Dorcas members sponsored a welcome luncheon for Pastor DeVries, his family and  the 
St. John congregation after his installation at St. John on January 7. It was a wonderful 
time to socialize with our “family of faith”. 

Dorcas members will be serving a Wednesday night dinner before the March 15 Lenten 
service. Dinner will be at 5:00 pm. 

On Wednesday, May 3, the Dorcas Society will hold their annual Women’s Celebration in the church Fellowship Hall. 
Tickets will be sold in March and April before and after church services. Ticket prices are $17.00 for Adult, $6.00 Ages 
6-12 (under 6 years is free). The event is open to all women at St. John and their guests. 

The next scheduled Dorcas meeting is Tuesday, March 7 at 6:30 pm. We will have fun and fellowship playing games 
with an Irish twist. Anita and Cheryl are hosting. All women are invited to attend. 

Your sister in Christ, 
Paulette Schmadl 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ here at St John in Cudahy,  

Greetings to you all! Kristi, Katie, Marcus and I wanted to express our deep appreciation for all of your very kind 
cards, presents, prayers and enthusiastic welcome that you have given and shown to us! Due to all of the packing, 
moving and unpacking we were not able to send you an individual thank you card, during the moving process . But 
please know we are very thankful for all of the kind blessings, words of encouragement and gifts you sent to us in the 
past few months. We are now somewhat settled in! By which I mean we still have boxes to unpack, a few things to find 
(soup ladles remain mysteriously missing but are likely in a box in the garage...) and also that we finally have some 
pictures on the walls! Kristi, Katie and Marcus have been enjoying getting to know everyone and also have had a lot of 
fun on Mondays with the Handbells. We look forward to getting to know you all better and serving the Lord with you 
here at St John. I pray you all have a blessed time of Lent and a Joyous Easter celebration! 

Thank You From Pastor DeVries Family

Look to the Interest of Others 

Our home church recently decided to become a friendlier place for visitors. As a result, one of our members saw a man 
on his own whom she did not recognize, began a conversation with him, and introduced him to her circle of friends. 
This hospitality took some courage from our member, who normally only chats with those she knows. But when it was 
time to leave, the visitor said to her, “I came to church today feeling quite lonely and lost. I was so relieved when you 
started to talk to me. You have been my angel today.” How good is that! This woman spread the love of Jesus by mak-
ing the visitor feel valued and loved through simple conversation. 

I believe Christians and churches should be the friendliest people and places on earth, but often we are not that wel-
coming. We tend to sit with our family and friends during the church services and mostly talk with those we know af-
terward. However, when we commit to welcoming new people and sharing the love we have experienced in Christ, we 
can show others that they are loved and valued by God. 

Written by a Christian from South Africa: Submitted by Eileen Bartelt 
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A gracious smile is worth a lot more than its face value.

A merry heart does good like a medicine: but a broken spirit drys the bones. (Proverbs 17:22)

Laughing is good for you even if it does begin with the release of adrenaline and other stress hormones. Whether you 
are tickled or reacting to a good joke, at least seven different centers in the brain react in various ways. Your response 
begins with the release of stress hormones. Your normal breathing rhythm gets interrupted, and various neurotransmit-
ters, including dopamine, are released. Your brain also interprets the tickle so that you cannot tickle yourself since your 
brain knows when your own fingers are involved. Scientists also believe that as you begin laughing, your saliva glands 
begin to secrete extra immune compounds. Antibodies and virus-killing T-cells are also released in larger doses. Your 
heartbeats increase and your blood pressure goes up to support the muscle spasms that result from your laugh. Those 
muscle spasms are actually a good aerobic exercise. In fact, one minute of a good laugh is said to be as good as ten 
minutes of exercise on a rowing machine! Besides promoting social bonds, laughing is indeed good for you in many 
ways. Tickling is a common way that parents bond with their young children. Wholesome humor can cheer the heart 
and raise the spirits. Moreover, laughing is easily explained as a gift of God to raise our spirits.      Ref: Discover, 4/03, 
pp. 62-69, Steve Johnson, “Laughter,”  (creation moments.com)

😀  You Need a Healthy Laugh 😀

Riddles And Jokes That Make You Smile Awhile 

What dinosaur had the best vocabulary? (The Thesaurus) 

What do you call a snail on a ship? (A snailor) 

Silly boy: Why does your son say, “Cluck, cluck, cluck?” 
Mother: Because he thinks he’s a chicken. 

Silly boy: Why don’t you tell him he’s not a chicken? 
Mother: Because we need the eggs. 

Why is a history book like a fruit cake? (They both have lots of dates.) 

What do you call a bear with no teeth? (A gummy bear) 

Why did the cyclops stop teaching? (Because he only had one pupil.) 

Did you hear about the origami store? (It folded) 

Do you know that tennis is mentioned in the Bible? (Joseph served in Pharaoh’s court.) 

What’s the nickname for someone who puts their right hand in the mouth of a lion? (Lefty) 

What is Irish and left out on the lawn all summer? (Paddy O’Furniture) 
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Wisconsin Needs to Defend the Pre-born 

Pro-Life Wisconsin has and will work hard to pass the Wisconsin Personhood Amendment, legislation that extends the 
inalienable right to life already found in the Wisconsin Constitution to all pre-born children from the beginning of their 
lives.Why is this so necessary? 

If the Wisconsin Supreme Court loses its tenuous conservative majority in 2023, we can be assured that a new liberal 
majority will move quickly to find a “right  to abortion” in the Wisconsin Constitution. How so? 

From a pro-life prospective, the Wisconsin Constitution contains a glaring error. Section 1 of the Declaration of Rights  
leaves out the word “pre-born.”  It only uses the word “born.” In doing so, the Court could nullify any present or future 
pro-life laws in our state. Only by enshrining the right to life in our states highest law will Wisconsin’s pre-born chil-
dren be afforded full and lasting legal protection. The state assembly and state senate need to remove the word “born” 
from the Declaration of Rights in Section 1, and then add a simple personhood definition.

Does One Vote Count? 

On Tuesday, April 4, Wisconsin will hold an election to decide who will be the next State Supreme court judge. You 
will need to find out where the two candidates stand on issues like abortion, gun rights and crime. Choose wisely 
where you get your candidate information from. Don’t rely only on TV  advertisements. 

In each election, every vote counts. But how important really, is just one vote? The Washington Times published a his-
tory piece called “Power of One.” The article said, “In 1825, one vote gave John Quincy Adams the presidency . . .” 

The April 4 State Supreme Court election is more important than the election of a Wisconsin governor or a state legis-
lator. State Supreme Court Justices serve for ten years not four years. The State Supreme Court has the final say on 
every law passed by state legislatures and decisions made by the governor. If you are unable to go to your voter 
precinct on April 4, cast your ballot on the approved early voting days leading up to April 4.  

History repeats itself, if you let it.

Place of Refuge-Ministries Deserves or Help 

A Place of Refuge Ministries is a Crisis Pregnancy Advocacy Service and Shelter serving South Wisconsin and be-
yond. When mothers call or text the “Refuge” hotline, they are assigned a volunteer advocate who works with them 
throughout their pregnancy and beyond . . . helping them find area resources and sharing resources collected by church 
congregations and friends. Refuge House, a shelter where women and children can stay during a woman’s pregnancy 
and up to 9 months afterward, provides even more intensive care. Blessed Again Resale Shop provides low-cost items 
for moms and the community while raising funds for the ministry. Of course, the most IMPORTANT thing Place of 
Refuge does is connect these women to the love of Jesus Christ. Prayer and volunteer support as well as monetary sup-
port and donated items are always welcome. (Website: placeofrefuge.org or call 414-438-2767)
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